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One year after the April 22 sewer explosion that destroyed several city blocks in Guadalajara
killing more than 200 persons, the government and the courts have yet to establish responsibility
in the explosion. According to some estimates, the explosions destroyed 7.5 miles of roads and
housing in the Reforma section of Guadalajara (for original coverage see SourceMex, 05/06/92 and
05/20/92). Many victims, backed by local and federal legislators, are accusing the administration
of President Carlos Salinas de Gortari of foot-dragging in the distribution of compensation to all
the eligible victims from the explosion and in identifying the party or parties responsible for the
disaster. On April 22, a broad coalition in the Chamber of Deputies, including members of the
governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), demanded that the administration step up its
investigation and take more decisive action to explain the "truth about what occurred and to punish
those responsible." Some deputies demanded that the Attorney General's Office (Procuraduria
General de la Republica, PGR) turn over the final results of its investigation into the explosion.
While the federal government has yet to assign full responsibility for the incident, the explosion
forced the resignation of Jalisco Gov. Guillermo Cosio Vidauri and Guadalajara Mayor Enrique Dau
Flores. Dau and eight other city officials have been accused of negligence and are awaiting trial.
According to El Financiero International weekly business newspaper, the lack of a "smoking gun"
is significant from a legal standpoint because Mexican law requires that the courts first establish
blame for a disaster before private citizens and businesses can pursue civil compensation cases
for indirect losses. Judge Edmundo Fidencio Carrillo Blanco is not expected to issue a ruling until
he completes a review of some 70,000 pages of testimony. Over the past year, the government has
been making indemnity payments to victims who were directly affected by the explosion, although
some advocates have said that the payments are not coming fast enough. At the beginning of
April, roughly 230 compensation cases were still pending. Nevertheless, Manuel Medina Ramirez,
treasurer of a special agency created to make the indemnity payments to victims, said the agency
has nearly exhausted its budget of 323 million nuevo pesos (US$100.1 million) for direct payments
to the victims. As of April 1, about 302 million nuevo pesos (US$93.6 million) had been distributed.
(Sources: Associated Press, 04/22/93; Notimex, 04/18/93, 04/22/93; El Financiero International,
04/26/93)
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